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UCI’s 2022-23 Hellman Fellows, from upper left, clockwise: Ariyan Johnson, Katherine
Thompson-Peer, Benis Egoh, Xiaoyu Shi, Yanning Shen, Nadia Chernyak and Samar
Al-Bulushi.

Irvine, Calif., July 8, 2022 — Seven assistant professors at UCI will receive
Hellman Fellowships, which are bestowed annually to support research by junior
faculty. They join an elite group of 70 UCI Hellman Fellows since 2013, when the
Hellman Fellows Fund established the program here.

https://ap.uci.edu/programs/hellman/


The program began in 1995 at UC Berkeley and UC San Diego and has since
expanded organically to all UC institutions. In 2020, after 25 years of funding the
program, the Hellman family generously established an endowment to allow the
program to continue in perpetuity across UC’s 10 campuses.

The 2022-23 awardees, representing a cross-section of disciplines, are:

Samar Al-Bulushi, assistant professor of anthropology, for the proposal titled,
“War-Making as Worldmaking.”
Nadia Chernyak, assistant professor of cognitive science, for the proposal titled,
The Development and Early Socialization of Wealth Concepts in Early
Childhood.”
Benis Egoh, assistant professor of Earth system science, for the proposal titled,
“Impact of Climate Change on Ecosystems Services.”
Ariyan Johnson, assistant professor of dance, for the project titled, “Looking for
Revelations.”
Yanning Shen, assistant professor of electrical engineering & computer science,
for the proposal titled, “Understanding and Mitigating Bias in Machine Learning
over Networks.”
Xiaoyu Shi, assistant professor of developmental & cell biology, for the proposal
titled, “Uncover Cellular Mechanisms of Aging Using Super-Resolution
Microscopy.”
Katherine Thompson-Peer, assistant professor of developmental & cell biology,
for the proposal titled, “Identifying Genes Driving Neuron Regeneration After
Injury Using Single Cell RNA-seq.”

“UCI is committed to fostering cutting edge research that positively impacts our
local and global community,” said Diane O’Dowd, vice provost for academic
personnel and professor of developmental & cell biology. “We are pleased to
announce the newest cohort of Hellman Fellows, seven outstanding junior faculty,
innovative leaders in a broad array of disciplines. We are grateful to the Hellman
Fellows Fund for its generosity and commitment to help early-career scholars
advance their research.”

Chris and Warren Hellman began providing early-career funding to junior faculty at
UC campuses and four private institutions in 1994. Since then, more than 1,900
individuals have been recipients. The grants may be used for such research
purposes as equipment, travel, photography and graduate assistants. The purpose

http://www.hellmanfellows.org/
http://www.hellmanfellows.org/


of the program is to support the research of promising assistant professors who
show capacity for great distinction in their research. Funds awarded are intended as
one-time support for activities that will enhance the individual’s progress towards
tenure.

About the University of California, Irvine: Founded in 1965, UCI is a member of
the prestigious Association of American Universities and is ranked among the
nation’s top 10 public universities by U.S. News & World Report. The campus has
produced five Nobel laureates and is known for its academic achievement, premier
research, innovation and anteater mascot. Led by Chancellor Howard Gillman, UCI
has more than 36,000 students and offers 224 degree programs. It’s located in one
of the world’s safest and most economically vibrant communities and is Orange
County’s second-largest employer, contributing $7 billion annually to the local
economy and $8 billion statewide. For more on UCI, visit www.uci.edu.

Media access: Radio programs/stations may, for a fee, use an on-campus ISDN line
to interview UCI faculty and experts, subject to availability and university approval.
For more UCI news, visit news.uci.edu. Additional resources for journalists may be
found at communications.uci.edu/for-journalists.
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